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AG HAPPENINGS
124 W. Bivar | De Leon, Texas 76444 | (254) 893-2566

Farley’s Thoughts
My thoughts have to start
outside of agriculture as we
move ahead about a year after
the coronavirus pandemic
started. It is unbelievable how
much our lives have changed in
the last year. Families,
churches, businesses, and every
facet of our lives have been,
and are still being, a ected.
Friends and customers have
been gravely ill or passed
away. Others had nothing
more than a mild case and
others are still feeling the
e ects months after their
bout with the pandemic.
Thankfully, the number of
cases has dropped
dramatically since Christmas.
Where do we go from here? I
have no idea, but my prayer is
that we can get back to some
semblance of normal.
Agriculture certainly hasn’t
been spared
As I think back on the last
year in agriculture, I
remember the wettest March
in my memory, with 15-16” of
rain. That was ½ of our yearly
total in one month, so we
wound up with a “normal”
yearly rainfall total, even

Winter Grasses or
Maybe Weeds
Most of the time we call these
weeds but for lots of folks they are
just another pasture grass - one that
just happens to be about the only
thing growing in winter
From a livestock perspective these
grasses are great because all three
produce lush vegetation that is
readily consumed by cattle, goats and
sheep. So, what’s the problem? Well
these grasses are fast
becoming weeds
especially in hay
elds. They can get
so thick in growth
that they will shade
or choke out the
bermudagrass from
growing in the
spring. Then they
get a lot less
palatable for
livestock as spring
temperatures warm
and days get longer.
These weeds will
develop a seed head
fast with very little
leaf growth and cattle just won’t eat them. These weeds in hay
elds left to seed will really lower overall hay quality in that rst
hay cutting, one we usually expect to be the best quality
So, what are they? The top picture is a grass we typically call
Poa. Technically it is Poa annua or annual bluegrass. It is a short
grass that can rapidly put out that ne seedhead you see. It is a
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Inputs are going to be higher
this year, especially fertilizer.
Prices jumped dramatically,
starting last fall, when the
Midwest had open harvest
weather and late snow that
allowed them to apply a lot of
this year’s fertilizer needs
before Christmas. Supplies
were not in place to take care
of those needs so the pipeline
emptied. My cost for
phosphorus is up $300/ton
from last summer. The only
product that has not seen a
dramatic increase is liquid 32%
nitrogen. It is by far the best
buy at this time. The only
prices that have come down are
hybrid sudan prices. They are
about $5/bag less than last year
I do appreciate the fact that

is so long that it is a
direct competitor with
many native summer
grasses including
bermudagrass
These last pictures
are of the common wild oat. Most people recognize it as an oat
but since it is wild it does have some drawbacks. As an oat plant
the seed is nothing to really harvest and the plant itself produces
a lot less forage. You can see the oat seed in the picture above
and it has unique hairy projections and a curly awn that actually
help to corkscrew it into the soil with moisture. At harvest it is
almost impossible to distinguish from real oats until the seeds
turn almost black. with drying.
What can you do? In a bermudagrass hay eld now is the time
to apply a chemical control for all these grasses while the
bermudagrass is dormant and these grasses are green. If you are
grazing cows then don't worry, they will be gone soon enough

Soil Moisture and Temperature
This is the time of year when we are trying to get ready to plant
corn and the question always comes up about when to plant.
Most everybody wants to plant as early as possible to avoid as
much hot summer weather as possible and increase yields in the
process. But this is also true with almost all crops, the earlier you
plant the higher the yields and the least amount of stress in the
growing season. The rst thing to think about is Summer Solstice
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huge problem in lawns and other turf areas but can get to be a
real problem in pastures too because there is not much
competition in winter for a short grass.
The second grass picture on the previous page is a huge
problem that is just about everywhere in Texas - rescuegrass.
You might see the name Red Brome but not often, it is
rescuegrass. It is called by that name because once upon a time
cattle producers introduced it to native pastures. At that time it
grew well in fall, winte
and spring when nothing
else was green.
Unfortunately it grows so
well that it is taking over
many pastures and hay
elds. Its growing season

though the summer was
extremely dry. Then in
February we had the longest,
coldest, cold spell since 1983.
Electricity outages and broken
water pipes were the norm.
March is looking a lot di erent
this year. Hay supplies are very
short. Commodity prices are
higher than they have been in
several years. They include
cotton, corn, soybeans, wheat,
and peanuts. These prices give
hope for a chance to make
money on the farm outside of
government payments. Cattle
prices have struggled to move
up but later this year holds
some promise for better prices
going into the summer and fall.
Milk prices have been on a
roller coaster ride of up and
down prices. Pecan prices have
struggled to hold decent
numbers
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on June 20 at 10:31 pm. This is the date when the day length is
the longest of the year and after that date every day gets shorter
by nearly 2 minutes a day. This lengthening of days and the
shortening of days has an e ect on plant growth - can you gure
out which is better? Of course, longer days are better for crops
and we do see plants begin some change after summer solstice.
That said we know to plant as early
in the spring as possible to take
advantage of longer days but if our
soils are cold then the seed won’t
come up. So, we spend a lot of time
looking at soil temperatures to plant
corn, sorghum, cotton and peanuts.
Corn is 500, sorghum 600, cotton is
650 and peanuts is 650 degrees F taken
at planting depth at 8am for 4-5 days
So, what is the current soil
temperature? During the coldest part
of the polar vortex it was right around
350 at the 2-4 inch depth, so too cold
to plant anything. But the last several
days it has been above 500 and the weather should stay warm
enough to keep soil temperatures rising enough that the corn
planters will be running soon
What about soil moisture? Well we are dry and have been for
some time. Soil moisture at the end of January was 30% at 4
inches and 16% at 40 inches. Today it is 24% at 4 inches and still
at that 16-17% at 40 inches. Ideally we want the 4 inch to be at
35% now and the 40 inch to be at 50% to give the deep moisture
we need to grow any crop through the hot summer days

farmers and ranchers have
continued to farm and raise
cattle and milk cows. Y’all are a
resilient group of folks and I
sincerely appreciate the trust
that you place in Farley Farm
Supply by allowing us to
service many of your needs. My
prayer is for a safe and
prosperous 2021 for your
families and your businesses
Jim

Bermudagrass
Freeze Damage?
Unfortunately bermudagrass
can be greatly impacted by cold
winter temperatures. Central
Texas has seen record
temperatures along with snow
and ice. Did it survive? The
following advice may be too
late for this year but is
something to act on for future
winter storms
The most susceptible sites for
winter kill include ones that
are: north facing slopes; heavily
shaded; poorly drained; poorly
adapted cultivars; heavily
tra cked during winter;
substantial soil compacted,
were newly sprigged or seeded
last summer; and soils with
de cient levels of phosphorus
and potassium

Corn, Sorghum, Cotton and
Peanuts Prices are Stron
Commodity prices have been on a rollercoaster lately but only
the part of the rollercoaster headed up! Corn is at $5.50/bushel,
Sorghum is $189 /ton, cotton closed at 89¢/lb. and peanut
contracts have started at $575/ton - all up since last year.
Growers are scrambling to lock in contracts and to buy some
options to protect their price.
How does this a ect the cattle market. Well that is a good
question because usually higher crop prices mean lower cattle
prices but so far cattle have trended up, 3% over the last 60 days!
Part of the problem with livestock markets is still the COVID
e ect that has hurt beef supply and there is a lot of “pent up”
demand for beef by the consumer
What about hay supplies and prices? Higher crop prices
mean land that might have produced hay now is growing crops.
Also throw in the moderate drought and lack of supplies from
2020 and hay supplies are down while prices are up

To reduce the risk of winter
kill it is critical to follow best
management practices during
the active growing season.
Those practices would include
maintaining appropriate soil
fertility especially potassium
levels for bermudagrass.
Potassium is essential in plants
to combat diseases, aid in
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water use and for winter
hardiness. De ciencies of
potassium can cause both yield
losses and stand losses.
Bermudagrass is especially
sensitive to potassium
de ciencies

Pecan Nut Casebearer Contro

Maintaining some substantial
bermudagrass stubble height
(>4”) going into winter can be
bene cial for the future
growing season. Higher stubble
height means more substantial
root structure to capture
deeper soil moisture and
nutrients. Maintaining a higher
stubble height generally results
in increased loading of
rhizomes reserves and increases
canopy insulation of crowns
during the winter.

In a recent meeting we learned that FMC is reformulating
the chemical called rynaxypyr (prevathon) and it is now approved
for controlling insects in pecan orchards, especially the pecan
nut casebearer. The product is called Vantacor and can be used
on pecan nut casebearer in the Spring but it has the advantage of
PNC control for over 3 weeks and there is no grazing
restrictions. The long residual and its safety will make it a great
choice for both native and improved pecan orchards

Finally, Bayer “Rezilon”
Herbicide for Grassburrs!
We have been
waiting a long time
to get Rezilon
preemerge
herbicide to
control grassburrs
in bermudagrass
pastures and hay
elds. Now it is
not only for
grassburrs, it does
control many other
weeds and grasses
too, but grassburrs are a big problem
This herbicide is a preemerge and must be applied and
watered (rained) into the soil before any weeds (grassburr) seed
germinate. This means NOW! Ideally Rezilon is applied
sometime in January - March 15 when you know it is going to rain
or water it into the soil. You apply 3 ounces before the grassburrs
come up for spring and a second application in June for
grassburrs that germinate in the fall.
Now is the time, but if you are a little late you may see
some grassburrs but you will also control a lot of
grassburrs you never see!

Test Your Water

It is likely that the growing
season moisture will be below
average this year. If you have
the ability to irrigate you should
realize a tremendous bene t
unless you have bad water.
There are many problems with
water - salts, sodium, hardness,
pH, etc. Before the season
consider a water sample test, it
can make a di erence

Like us on Facebook & Instagram! Our website is
www.farleyfarmsupply.com
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