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Annual Broomweed, another 
Sunflower! 
  I am sure you have seen this 
weed this fall as it is everywhere.  
Annual broomweed is a warm-
season native plant in the 
Sunflower family. It is an annual 
that has a single stem growing 15 
to 30 inches tall. The plant 
branches near the top to form a 
uniform crown with small yellow 
flowers in September through 
November.  
  This second picture taken by a 
drone shows a huge infestation in 
native rangeland in Erath county.   
  What can you do?  This weed 
does germinate early and the small 
seedlings can usually be seen even 
in late January.  We typically try to treat in March when we know that 
most if not all are germinated.  Grazon Next has done a great job 

controlling this 
weed and has 
residual to get 
later 
germinating 
weeds. If you 
see these yellow 
flowers now 
then know you 
will have it next 
year too!  
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Farley’s Thoughts 
 

 
 
The holiday season is upon us! 
We certainly have many things 
to be thankful for, even in 
uncertain times for agriculture. 
 
Late fall and winter are very 
different times for our business 
and all agriculture. Winter small 
grain planting is making 
progress but is continuing. 
Wheat can be planted any time 
before Christmas. Oats can be 
planted until the end of 
February. 
 
Cattle feeding of hay and protein 
supplements are in full swing. 
There are a number of ways to 
get protein into beef cows. A 
good native pasture is as good 
as you can get but most of us 
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Do You Know If Your Cattle 
Dewormer is Working? 
 This is a question that Ernie Escamilla asked Jim Farley this past 
year.  Jim naturally said the usual - I worm every year and I use the 
best pour-on dewormer!  Ernie was skeptical and decided to check out 
Jim’s dewormer product because of a new program by Merck makers of 
Safeguard 
dewormers.  Ernie 
collected fecal 
samples from 
Jim’s stockers 
according to the 
guidelines 
supplied by 
Merck.  It is really 
easy and simple if 
you’re willing to 
get some fresh 
manure with a 
baggie and send 
in the sample. 
 The samples were sent to the third-party labs recommended by Merck 
at no cost.  
 What are the results?  Jim’s stockers were loaded with internal 
parasites.  He had just turned them out on small grain and the stockers 
just weren’t doing well.  So, back in the chute for a dose of Safeguard 
and turned back out.  After 14 days they were tested again and the 
worms were gone plus the cattle looked much better. 
 What does this cost and what is the return?  Usually less than $2 per 
head but can return up to $50 per head.  Internal parasites not only 
affect animal health but stunt growth while causing a producer to 
continue feeding the same amount of feed.  Worms can cost a producer 
money in many ways. 
 
Had Your Soil Sampled Lately?  
 This is the time of year that we take a lot of soil 
samples and we would love to take one for you!  
Winter time is a good time for us because crop 
scouting is at a minimum, fields are bare or winter 
killed and the weather is just right most of the time.  
Also, we like to take soil samples at the same time 
each year since weather can have some effect on 
results.  We don't charge for taking the sample, only 
for the cost of testing which depends on what you 
want tested.  Basic soil tests cost $12.50 per sample 
or you can go $16 to have results of more micro-
nutrients.  Most growers simply need a basic test but 
if you are growing specialty crops or even short season crops like 
vegetables you may need micros.   

don’t have that luxury. A 9% 
protein hay with bred cows 
should supply enough protein. 
11% protein hay for cows that 
are nursing a calf should be 
adequate. The problem is that 
most of the hay that I have tested 
is running between 5 and 8% 
protein. Last fall’s big hay 
cutting was very poor quality, as 
was this spring’s first cutting. 
Both of those cuttings were baled 
past the best time to cut because 
of the wet October and the wet 
May. 
 
Protein supplements can help 
poor quality hay and include the 
following: 

1. Cubes 
2. 32% Beef Builder liquid 

feed 
3. Mix 30 liquid feed with 

16% protein and 10% fat 
4. Protein tubs 

 
Let’s focus on the liquid feeds. 
Beef Builder is a molasses-based 
feed that does contain some non-
protein nitrogen (Urea). It is what 
I call a traditional liquid feed that 
has been around for years. Beef 
Builder cannot be fed to horses. 
Mix 30 has only been available 
about 10 years. It is made from 
corn by products and doesn’t 
have molasses. It is a high fat 
feed and can also be fed to 
horses.  The advantage of protein 
tubs and liquid feed is that they 
are available whenever cattle 
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The basic test will tell you pH, phosphorus, potassium, calcium, 
magnesium and sulphur.  This is all most people ever need especially if 
you are raising hay crops.   

If you would like us to sample your soil just call and we’ll put you 
on the list.  If you want to do your own soil sampling, we can supply you 
with a probe to borrow and a few simple instructions.  The main thing is 
to make sure you sample!   

How often should you sample?  If you are raising field crops then 
you should sample every year and the same if you are raising hay crops.  
If you are grazing cattle on pasture year-round then University 
recommendations are to sample every 3 years since you are adding the 
nutrients from manure and urine of cattle. 

 
On the Edge by Matt Nowlin 

  Everything depends on computers, internet and Wi-Fi these days. 
We can’t walk two steps without our phones and those phones are 10 
times the computer that a room full of computers was just a few decades 
ago. We have recently added our John Deere dry fertilizer applicators to 
the John Deere Operations Center. The Operation Center syncs these 
machines with our office computers and phones to know exactly where 
the machine is, what it is doing, and if there are any maintenance issues.    After each field has been fertilized, the machine’s computer will 
send a job report displaying results that include an aerial map showing 
exactly where the machine ran, how many acres that were applied, as 
well as the exact fertilizer rate across the field.  

If the machine has a mechanical malfunction, our office will be 
notified immediately. Last week I received a notification from the row 
crop R4030 machine that the hydraulic levels were low. Just moments 
later the operator called to inform me that he had busted a hydraulic hose 
and was shut down. This real-time data will increase our efficiency 
allowing us to be more transparent with our customers by knowing 
exactly where the machine is and what fields have been run without 
having to call the machine operator.  

need them. I personally keep out 
MLS tubs year-round and Mix 30 
just in the winter months when I 
am feeding hay. I put my first 
Mix 30 out in mid -November. 
My cows consumed 3.77#/day 
the first week. That should drop 
as time goes on. Costs for liquid 
feed can vary from 30 cents per 
head per day to 60 cents. 
 
Winter is the time that Farley’s 
usually pulls soil samples. We 
have already pulled a number of 
soil samples. Please call to get on 
the list or you can bring the 
samples to us. I recommend 
pulling dryland about one year 
out of three and irrigated 
annually if growing a high value 
crop. 
 
We certainly appreciate your 
business over the years and wish 
you and your family a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year in 2020. 
    Jim Farley 

Greenbug in Small 
Grain  

Greenbugs are really just 
aphids that can develop in our 
small grain crops during the 
winter.  Oats and wheat are 
particularly susceptible and it is 
not unusual to see large 
populations develop quickly, 
almost before you know it.  We 
are especially concerned this 
winter as small grain growth is 
slow and the weather is droughty 
– both are good conditions for 
high greenbug numbers. 

Adults and nymphs occur on 
the underside of leaves, 
particularly on the lower, older 
leaves of host plants. They 
damage plants in three ways: 1) 
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Two weeks ago, we 
attended the Southwest 
Dairy Day in Snyder to 
tour the robots that were 
installed at the T&K 
Dairy. In each pen of 
roughly 180 cows there 
are three stalls that the 
cows can walk into at 
will with robotic arms 
that will milk each cow. 
It takes about 7 minutes 
to milk each cow and 
every cow was being 

milked 3 times per day. With an electric collar on each cow, the robot 
knew how many days the cow had been milking and her average milk per 
session, telling the robot how much feed to give the cow while she was 
being milked. After the cow was milked, the robot would then choose 
which tank to direct the milk depending on the quality of the milk. As 
each cow was leaving the robotic milker, the monitor on the collar would 
detect heat signs from the cow which would open another gate to send the 
cow into a different pen where she could be bred.    

 
Cattle Marketing Cycle  
by Keith McIlvain 
 Fall is the time most of us market our spring-born calves.  If you have 
sold this Fall, the low prices are alarming compared to the past few years.  
I was at a round-table discussion last 
week, talking about the current time 
in the cattle marketing cycle.  
Everything indicates that we are at 
the bottom and prices should trend 
up, barring no major economic 
hiccup.  The main question to ask 
yourself:  What would I do different 
this time versus the last downturn in 
the cycle?  There are things we can do now to better prepare ourselves to 
take advantage of prices when they do get better.  Improve cattle 
genetics, have a younger aged cow herd, and ________________, you fill 
in the blank!  
 I personally don’t want to wait later and then have to buy $2500 - $3000 
heifer replacements or be forced to keep a high dollar replacement heifer 
to rebuild my herd when this cycle changes.  Now is the time to make 
decisions when prices are low, which goes against what most of us feel 
like doing.  Low prices don't mean wait or even do nothing!  Consider all 
the opportunities available to bring more value to your bottom line – fall 
calving, better bulls, genetic testing (>$25 per head), AI, new marketing 
methods – do something! 
            
  
Bob Whitney, Editor       

they remove sap, stressing plants 
by removing water and nutrients; 
2) they inject a toxic salivary 
secretion that causes cells, 
leading to a yellowing or 
reddening discoloration and 
eventually death on infested 
tissues; and 3) they can transmit 
plant disease such as the barley 
yellow dwarf virus in small 
grains. They infest plants of all 
growth stages and can kill young 
plants, reducing plant stand. 
Heavily injured older plants have 
stunted growth, delayed growth, 
reduced kernel size and quality. 

If greenbugs populations 
begin to grow then certainly 
grazing helps because cows 
reduce populations!  But if that is 
not an option then spraying is the 
only option. 

 
 
Khaki Weed  
 

 
I am sure you have this weed, 
everybody does!  It is the weed 
with a little seedhead that has 
stickers on it.  They fill up your 
shoe soles and then your carpet.  
Unfortunately, it survives the 
winter and is back next year…. 

A picture of the milker screen. 


