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Texas Giant Ragweed - Really A 
Sunflower!

I am sure you 
have seen this 
weed in the 
picture (got it off 
the internet).  It 
is a native annual 
and there are 
very few pastures 
or fields that 
don’t have some 
in the fencerows.  
They are prolific 
in the bar ditches 
this year and you 
can’t drive a few 
feet without 
seeing them.  

Giant ragweed is an annual that frequently exceeds 10 feet tall 
in moist locations; in drier areas it may mature at a smaller 
height. Its stems and leaves are rough. The leaves have long 
petioles, are opposite each other, and are attached to a single 
center stem. They usually are 
divided into three lobes but can 
have five or none. The flowers 
are either male or female and 
are located in clusters at the top 
of the plant; they often exceed 
6 inches in length. The pollen 
spread shortly after flowering in 
the fall causing many people 
to have hay fever problems. 
The seeds are .25 inches long 
and have four or five terminal 
spikes on each.
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Farley’s Thoughts

A rain after a long dry spell 
always puts me in a better 
mood. It always amazes me 
how quickly brown grass can 
green up with some rain. 
Hopefully the grass will 
actually start growing and 
another hay cutting can be 
made before cold weather sets 
in.

My thoughts now turn to 
preparation for growing some 
forage for late fall and winter.

Now is a good time to 
fertilize bermudagrass grazing 
pastures to stockpile some 
grass for late fall or winter 
grazing.  50 units of actual 
nitrogen should do the job.
That means 150# of 32% liquid 
nitrogen or 185# of 27-0-4 
made with ammonium nitrate 
or 110# of 46% Urea.

It is also time to make final 
preparation to seed cultivated 
fields with small grain, such as 
oats, wheat, triticale, rye, or 
ryegrass. In fact, it’s already 
time to be planting oats. 
Things to consider include the 
following. What is the long 
term weather forecast? Am I 
worried about armyworms in 
early planted small grain? Do I 
need early grazing? What is all 
this going to cost? Some of 
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Pecan Weevil Coming Out of 
the Ground

As you can see in the picture pecan 
weevil looks a lot like the cotton boll 
weevil and the oak acorn weevil and all 
of them are a big problem this time of 
year.  Pecan weevil lives in the ground 
for 2 years before emerging and they 
don’t emerge from the soil until the 
pecan is in the right stage to lay an egg.  
The weevil needs to have moist soil to 
come out and recent rains have been 
perfect!

If you look at this picture you can see 
what happens when the weevil 
lays an egg in the pecan.  It 
hatches into the cream colored 
grub that eats the pecan meat.  
The holes you see in the shell are 
where the grub comes out and 
then goes into the soil to live for 
2 years.  

The pecan weevil female 
can lay up to 30 eggs in 30 
different pecans.  It is not 
unusual to see 50 or 60 weevils in  
a pecan tree and that means a lot 
of bad pecans come harvest time.  

Small Grain Planting and 
Problems this Fall?

Fall planting of small grains has already started!  With some 
recent rains producers have jumped on the tractors and begun the 
annual ritual of plowing, FERTILIZING (we hope) and planting 
wheat, oats, triticale, barley or even ryegrass.  All of these make 
excellent high quality forage for livestock and usually grow well in 
winter/spring weather.   For most livestock producers that plant 
small grains the plan is to have a high protein/high energy 
supplement to hay especially as livestock enter into calving 
season.   

So, what’s the plan?  Usually producers plow their land to 
prepare a seedbed and get rid of summer weeds and grasses.  
Small grains are planted 1 inch or less deep and with a fibrous root 
system, don’t necessarily need deep tillage.  Somewhere in this 
plowing process, growers fertilize with a balance that is heavy in 
nitrogen and phosphorus.  Small grains use a lot of P but it must 
be applied before planting and incorporated for roots to take it 
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these questions can’t be 
answered until after the fact. 
Army worms haven’t shown up 
yet, but pastures need to be 
monitored after the recent 
rains that we have received. El 
Nino seems to be gone which 
could indicate colder and drier 
weather this winter. That helps 
harvest of row crops but is not 
as good for small grain fields.

I am personally going to be 
planting my wheat and oats as 
soon as the conditions are 
right. I intend to start planting 
oats as soon as possible after 
Labor Day. Wheat planting will 
start about the middle of 
September, barring another 
heat wave. I will be scouting 
for army worms often after the 
small grains emerge.

It seems like everything 
that a producer faces come in 
extreme conditions, like too 
wet or too dry or too hot or 
too cold. Then something 
comes along like the Tyson 
beef processing plant near 
Garden City, Kansas that 
caught on fire the middle of 
August. Calf prices plummeted 
overnight by over $100 per 
head. Who knows what the 
long term effects will be? A 
producer has to be flexible. 
Make the best plan you can and 
be ready to adjust.

Good luck this fall and stay 
tuned for all the twists and 
turns that life brings.

Jim

MezaVue 
Herbicide for 
Prickly Pear

Controlling prickly pear 



Number 24, 3rd Quarter 2019 Farley Farm Supply September 5, 2019

up.  Most producers will split apply N to keep from losing it to 
erosion in heavy rains or because they want to save money in 
case we have a dry winter.  

Next is planting and that is done a couple of ways.  Most 
people use a grain drill that applies seed in 7 or 8 inch rows at the 
right depth.  Also grain drills will normally have a uniform stand.  
But, many producers, especially small producers have gone to 
mixing their seed with the dry fertilizer and having us broadcast 
both.  Usually the seed is evenly distributed with the fertilizer 
and after applied the grower can lightly disk or harrow the field 
to incorporate both seed and fertilizer.  Producers with strictly 
grazing pastures are prone to use this method.  

The next step is typically forgotten and can be the most 
critical - weed control.  Summer weeds that sprout after planting 
can be a problem but generally both small grain and weeds grow 
together and the cooler weather and shorter days keep summer 
weeds small.  The real problem is that winter weeds germinate 
with cooler weather and shorter days and lay somewhat dormant 
until February when they take off.  The bigger the weed the 
harder to control so weed control should be done early.  Try a fall 
application or when you apply a nitrogen application in January - 
don’t wait till March when it’s too late.

Let’s discuss what to plant?  The old standby and the cheapest 
is BULK (no variety name) oats or wheat.  These small grains are 
great for grazing especially when you can keep them grazed to 
avoid rust disease or greenbug insects.  Typically growers plant 
100 lbs per acre mostly to make sure they have fall grazing.  If 
you are waiting till November to plant when all danger of 
armyworms is past then you can cut back on your seeding rate 
with no loss of winter/spring grazing.  Some dairymen are using 
triticale or barley for a silage crop.  These yield well and are high 
quality but only come sold by the bag.  Silage is typically 
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cactus has not been easy and 
certainly not fast.  It was not 
unusual to see it take 1-2 years 
to get results. MezaVue 
herbicide takes 4 months or 
less so you know the herbicide 
is working and faster control 
means grasses are able to 
respond sooner to get pasture 
back into production. And, the 
more cactus you control, the 
more of that area you open to 
grazing.! You can spot treat or 

spray broadcast with one of 
our rigs.  Also, MezaVue 
controls weeds so that grass 
can grow.

Mare’s Tail or 
Horseweed

I don’t care what you call 
it, this weed is now one of our 
biggest weed problems!  Pecan 
growers can’t control it, cotton 
farmers hate it and it is now 
taking over many pastures.  



Number 24, 3rd Quarter 2019 Farley Farm Supply September 5, 2019

harvested in April. 
Lastly ryegrass is a great small grain that is really not a small 

grain.  This grass is grown almost exclusively in East Texas but we 
do plant a lot here.  It is easy to plant and some growers just 
broadcast the seed with no land preparation.  The seeding rates 
are lower at 20-25 lbs per acre.  It generally does not produce as 
much fall growth as say wheat or oats but planting a higher 
seeding rate overcomes some of this.  Growers like it because it 
is the easiest to seed and can reseed itself easily.   

Corn 
Silage 
Harvest
This has been an 

outstanding year for 
corn silage.  
Growers had an 
open window to 
plant in March and 
then the rains and 
cool spring 

temperatures came 
which are ideal for corn.  Add to that a great June with rain and 
cool nights and corn never stressed! 

There are a few takeaways from this year that are true every 
year.  Get your land ready in January, this allows time for rain to 
settle the soil and replenish moisture.  Fertilize with all your P 
and K and 1/2 of your nitrogen at land prep time.  We don’t get 
rains heavy enough to erode soils and fertilizer in February.  
Plant in early March when 5-6 days of good weather are 
predicted.  This allows seeds to germinate in good weather.  And 
our corn varieties have genetic ability now to tolerate soil 
temperatures lower than 55.  Lastly, plant 2 -3 inches deep.  Soil 
temperatures are more stable at that depth and the seminal roots 
are deep enough to be protected and are located where starter 
fertilizer and water are abundant.  

Standing Hay Crops
What is a standing hay crop?  Every livestock producer has one 

somewhere.  It is simply a pasture or hay field that is left to grow 
before a frost or killing freeze.  The difference in a useable or 
high quality standing hay crop and a “pasture” is simply what you 
do to prepare.  If you want to have something cattle can and will 
graze after a freeze then fertilizing it like you want to cut it for 
hay will make that happen.  There is no difference in baling or 
leaving it standing except that standing hay will deteriorate 
quicker and you lose some hay to cattle tromping.  But, you save 
baling costs!! Bob Whitney
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This weed was never a 
problem until Roundup 
resistance and this weed easily 
became resistant and began to 
take over any orchard or field 
where Roundup was used.  Now 
that it is fully Roundup 
resistant we are starting to 
worry that it might have 
some hormone herbicide 
resistance.  Dicamba 
resistance has been seen in 
some weeds and for us this 
might be our next problem.  
So, if you have this weed 
problem, spray early, early, 
early, use preemerge 
herbicides if you can, and 
switch up or combine 
different chemicals to 
prevent resistance.  Lastly, 
a plow may be in your 
future!

Lawns?
So as we look forward to fall 

and cooler temperatures what 
do you need to do to make sure 
your lawn is ready for winter.

First, you need to apply a 
good fertilizer for lawns.  This 
is not triple 15 or 10-20-10 but it 
is something with P and K.  Buy 
a good LAWN fertilizer and 
then apply it at the proper rate.  
Most people put out too much 
and so grow too much grass to 
mow.  Most fertilizers for lawns 
only require 5 lbs per thousand 
square feet.  One 50 lb. bag will 
do 10,000 sq. ft or 1/4 of an 
acre.  That is about twice the 
size of most lawns.  

Second, control winter 
weeds.  It takes a lawn grass a 
long time to start growing if it 
has to compete with winter 
weeds.  It is not unusual for 
some lawns to die simply 
because winter weeds killed it.
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