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What is that Purple Flowered 
Weed?

Continuing our look at weeds 
common to our area you see 
pictures of three weeds that are in 
abundance this year.  The top 
picture is Henbit, a purple 
flowered annual weed that is very 
common in lawns, fields and 
pastures.  It loves the moisture we 
have had and it produces 
thousands of seed.  It is flowering 
now and so it is about at the end 
of its life cycle.  This is good news/
bad news.  Good news since what 
you see now is what you get.  Bad 
news is that weed control is very 
hard to do when weeds are 
flowering and in general they are 
dying anyway so why spray. 
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Farley’s Thoughts

Sometimes you have to call 
a spade a spade.

2018 was not a banner year 
for most of our customers. We 
began the year very dry and 
with a hay shortage which 
most people didn’t anticipate. 
It was difficult to get ground 
prepared for planting. Corn 
was planted with limited deep 
moisture. The drier than 
normal spring didn’t allow a 
good corn silage crop to be 
made, with or without 
irrigation. Sorghum Sudan got 
off to a bad start and the first 
dryland hay cutting was 
terrible. Dryland bermudagrass 
hay was a disaster. Cotton 
planting was delayed because 
of the dry spring. Much of the 
dryland cotton that was 
planted in mid June did not 
come up in time to make a 
crop.  Peanuts and pecans 
seemed to get off to a decent 
start (but that would change).  

Summer arrived and not 
much changed. Dryland and 
irrigated corn silage was way 
below expectations because of 
the hot, dry weather. Only 
irrigated hay was being baled. 
It took a lot of water to keep 
pecans, peanuts and cotton 
developing. Many prayers were 
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The second picture is of Shepherds Purse.  This too is an 
annual weed that we see a lot of in pastures or disturbed fields.  
The seed head has a characteristic heart shape, located on a long, 
tall stem.  It also is seeding out this time of year and is about to 
complete its life cycle.  

The above picture is known as redstem filaree.  It is also a 
common lawn and pasture winter weed that is only just now 
starting get some growth and size.  It starts out like this picture 
but is about to grow flower and seed heads that can be as much as 
2-3 feet tall.  Control is still possible with almost any broadleaf 
weed killer that contains 2,4-D.  

On the Edge by Matt Nowlin
In case you haven’t heard, we are down a drone so we have to 

find something else to talk about. 
Siri, Alexa, and Cortana are all digital assistants that perform 

daily functions through voice command. These applications 
schedule meetings, create reminders, control home devices 
(lightbulbs, thermostats, TVs), and shop online all from the sound 
of your voice. 

We can utilize this same technology in agriculture to stay more 
organized, efficient, and up to date with markets, news and 
weather. You can use an Amazon Echo with Alexa technology to 
set up daily routines that offer flash briefings of daily market 
reports, ag news, and weather forecasts at a specific time each 
day. You can also make phone calls or send text messages using 
your own phone number through these devices.  

In the future, these devices will be widely used across the farm 
to give updates on equipment, irrigation, and crop health. Sounds 
crazy, but look how far we’ve come in the last five years. The 
biggest advances still to come on these devices will be fully 
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offered up for rain that was 
desperately needed. 

The situation began to 
change in late August. Some 
rain finally fell. September 
brought enough rain for 
producers to start planting 
small grain if they were willing 
to chance an army worm 
invasion.  Fertilized 
bermudagrass started growing.  
Then the worst outbreak of 
armyworms that I have ever 
witnessed broke out in 
bermudagrass hay fields and 
grazing fields. Sprayers were 
running non stop. The worms 
attacked the young small grain 
crop as soon as it emerged.

October arrived and the 
hay fields the worms didn’t get, 
got ready to cut and bale. Then 
the rains started. October 
became the wettest October in 
history. It was time to harvest 
cotton, peanuts, hay, and 
pecans, but it couldn’t be done 
because of the wet ground. 
Eventually most of the crops 
that weren’t standing in water 
were harvested. A lot of 
production was lost or the 
quality was lowered. This 
included pecans, hay, peanuts, 
and cotton. Expected sales 
were much less than expected 
in the early fall.

The only bright spot that I 
can think of was irrigated hay. 
Those folks made close to 
normal yields and the price was 
better than anytime since 2011.

What does a producer do 
now for 2019? Only you can 
figure that out. Experience tells 
me that the worst time to quit 
is when times are hard. There 
is always a better day ahead. 
Only time will tell exactly 
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understanding a Texan accent.

Lawn Preemerge for Grassburrs
If you have not put out a lawn preemerge yet you still have a 

small window of time to get it done, but not much!  Preemerge 
herbicides work in the soil to keep weeds from emerging from 
the soil.  If the weed or in this case grassburr germinates and 
comes out of the soil applying the preemerge late won’t kill it.  

The products we sell are granular and if you are sure about 
your applicator setting then application is as fast as putting out 
fertilizer.  So if grassburrs are the problem put out an application 
now, again the end of May and again the end of August.  I know, 
sounds like a lot of trouble but so are grassburrs!

Hemp Growing?
What is hemp?  Well, first and foremost it is not marijuana, or 

maybe it is!  Actually hemp is the same plant but hemp does not 
contain the levels of THC that makes marijuana the drug it is 
today.  Hemp is a very old crop that was at one time a huge crop 
in West Texas.  It was the crop grown for making ropes until 
growing hemp was outlawed because it and marijuana are too 
related to know the difference.  

Why are we talking about hemp?  Well in this latest farm bill 
growing hemp was made legal across the US.  Some states and 
some other countries were growing hemp already and the oil 
pressed from the seeds has become a well known medicinal 
product recommended by many medical professionals.  Now 
hemp is being promoted for health products, beauty products, 
clothing, and more.

It is still illegal to grow hemp in Texas but supposedly the 
Texas legislature will approve growing it as a crop.  If they do 
then growers will have to register to grow it, have their fields 
inspected and tested for THC content and then certified to sell.  
As a grower you may have to go through a background check 
before growing.  BUT, supposedly there will be lot of money to 
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when that will be.
I do anticipate that 2019 

will be a year that producers 
will try to make hay. My hope 
is that fertilizer and herbicide 
are applied around timely rains 
and that a good first cutting 
will be made. The wild card 
will be hay prices. Obviously, 
the more that is made the 
more the price will drop.

The tariff war with China 
is another wild card that is 
impossible to predict. Dairy, 
peanuts, cotton, and pecans are 
adversely affected by the 
ongoing trade wars. It’s hard 
enough to plan when 
everything is “normal”. 
Predicting what the 
government is going to do is 
probably more difficult than 
predicting the weather. It’s 
impossible.

The bottom line is that 
Farley’s plans to be here to 
service your ag input needs and 
give you the best possible 
advice that we can. We wish 
you the best in 2019 and 
thanks for your business.

Jim

Peanut 
Contracts 
Have Growers 
Hopeful

There is an oversupply of 
peanuts in the US according to 
all the experts.  But, there is 
still a real need for Texas 
peanuts and it is showing up in 
recently offered peanut grower 
contracts.  

If you want to grow 
peanuts it is sure possible to 
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be made if you can get a contract….

Soil Temperatures, Do they 
matter?

To tell you the 
truth I can not 
think of a crop we 
grow that we don’t 
plant based on soil 
temperature but 
what are we talking 
about?  The first 
question we need 
answered is what 
soil temperature 
does your crop need 
to germinate and 
how deep do you 
plant the seed or crop you are growing.  For instance we plant 
corn at 2 inches so we need to know the proper germination 
temperature, 50℉.  Next we need to know what our soil 
temperature is?  So we have to have a temperature probe and put 
it down 2 inches deep.  It is best to measure that temperature in 
the early morning and take an average over 5 days.  

If this sounds like too much work then let me help you.  If 
you will go to this website, https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/
site?sitenum=2203 you will be able to get soil temperature from 
a Stephenville weather station.  This station will give you air 
temperature, soil temperature and humidity, perfect for knowing 
when to plant any crop. Here are a few examples, corn 50℉, 
sorghum 60℉, cotton 65℉, okra 70℉, bermudagrass 70℉, 
carrots 45℉, tomato 65℉.

The temperatures are in Celsius, but 
to convert multiply the number times 
1.8 and add 32.   So a 20℃ 
temperature is 20*1.8 equals 36 + 32 
equals 68℉.

Trees - What Kills 
Most?

Unfortunately a broken limb does!  
Limbs that break or die up in the tree 
are an open wound that allows water 
to rot out the inside of the tree and 
eventually the tree will die, even a big 
one.
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get a $475 to maybe as high as 
$575 contract for 2019.  Now I 
know this is still not the $678 a 
ton price that was quota price 
back in the day but considering 
commodity prices today that’s 
not bad. Also the land we have 
has had a long rest from 
peanuts and so diseases should 
be almost non existent.  So 
maybe these irrigated fields 
could yield 2-3 tons versus the 
1.5 tons they were known to 
produce.  Check with either 
Birdsong or Golden about a 
potential contract.

Cotton 
Planting

On the other hand cotton 
prices don’t seem to be able to 
get out of the basement, 
running around the 72-73¢ 
range.  This is certainly not that 
good to cause everyone to jump 
at planting cotton.

What would make it better?  
Open up the China market and 
things will turn around in a 
hurry.

Pecan Prices
And lastly what’s wrong 

with pecan prices?  I don’t think 
anybody can figure out what 
happened to the pecan market.  
China and Mexico both get 
blamed but there is certainly 
more than that going on.  Most 
growers in our area are holding 
onto their crop for now hoping 
that the price will start to 
move.  I recently heard that a 
lot of Georgia pecans have been 
loaded on ships for China and if 
that’s the case then maybe 
things are about to get better! 

https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/site?sitenum=2203
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/site?sitenum=2203

